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1789 — 1792 An imaginary Irish youth writes home

Fi folles, mase news atiout the Catholic Chuvich in Boston. We shall have a new chuwich building soon. Our only
chunch in Boston was a wather wn down building which we leased. J think that J teld you abiout Fathrer
Matignon spending over a hundied dellars to clear and sefurnish it. Oux lease is up and the awnens won’t tenew
it. Jtneally is a blessing in disquise as it is. Thank God, now toe small. So, even as we stuggle to exist, Father
Matignon and Cheveres axe seefting to build a new and larnger chusch.

Gad bless Puesident Jofin Udams. Fe gave the fiuge sum of one hundied dollars, one gift, which impressed me.
(nd cur priests alsa, came from four young altar boys; it was for a dellar and fifty cents!

Same of the wealthy business peaple of Boston have welcomed Cathalic refugees fram Jueland and elsewfrese. Jt
was a pragmatic wather than a kind action; the season being to olitain woskens whe would workt for veny low pay.
Naw such peaple have became bitter and hateful toward Cathalics. Jt neally bathens them to see ground brofien for
our Chuvich. Jhey are beginning to see us as a thueat.

Gad bless our Jrish and atfien baliarers ; they fhave given the Uittle free time which they have to dig in preparation for
a foundation. Our twa great friends in Damaiscotta, Maine, of whom J shall write bater, Matthew Gottnill and
James Havanagh gave five hundred dollars fox the band and the same amount foxr the building. Semefiow small
tills, and even coins, add up when given by many.

Our new Chuwch will be beautiful. Poor as we are and hard as it is to get enough money to build, evewything will
be finot class, the peaples’ saciifice fas leen too precious to waste on a tawdwy building. Jhe axchitect is Boston’s
finest, Charles Bullfinch. Biskop Johin Covoll will dedicate it soon. Jhe genenal apinion is that even though it is
not the largest church in Baston, it is by for the most beautiful.

J waited until our new chuwich of the FHoly Crass was dedicated so. I could give you a pictuse. Biskop John
Carvoll came fram Baltimoxre, and we had two ather priests besides aur awn twa. Jhere were two weactions:
people with an open mind greeted Biskop Covoll with Rindness and wene delighted with his coming, his courtesy
and fnowledge. (Unother group saw him as a papal thueat.

JE mumans ave ture J shall be abile to. send you some good news.

With love,

Michael






